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Dear Readers,

Eighty-five years ago, back when this university was called New Jersey State
Teachers College of Glassboro, the students felt the need for an independent newspaper
that captured the unique stories, individuals, and happenings of their humble campus
which, at the time, comprised less than a fraction of today’s population. And thus,
The Whit was born. Borrowing its name from the Whitney family, this newspaper set
the foundation for the critical project of an independent source of student journalism
that would not only document the goings on campus, but also serve as a source of
information, accountability, and truth. That project has endured for more than eight
decades, and what you now hold in your hands is a vast survey of that legacy.

For the past ive months, a dedicated group of Whit staff worked tirelessly to
create a special edition of the paper that would not only tell the story of our legacy but
also examine the history and evolution of our university more broadly. At the start of
summer, a handful of student editors began combing through and scanning thousands
of archived editions of The Whit, going all the way back to its founding in 1938. It was
a journey that took us through everything from the impact of World War II to the racial
integration of the university, the construction of myriad buildings, the visitations of
various political figures, and the abundant accomplishments of students and faculty
spanning multiple generations.

After processing hundreds of articles and photos, our staff then had the monumental
task of deciding which would best tell the dynamic story we aimed to capture. And
while difficult editorial decisions had to be made for the final cut, we believe this
curated collection celebrates the work of our forebears while providing a window into
the past of not only Rowan University but the United States.

As we celebrate Rowan’s centennial, we too celebrate the work of our student
Jjournalists. Spanning almost nine decades now, The Whit has continued to be a pillar
for Rowan University. If it weren’t for the students and faculty that have dedicated so
much of their time, Rowan would have no rich documentation or story to tell.

Sincerely,
The Whit '23-'24
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These stamps indicate the date in which each article was
published, not the date the event or story took place.
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